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Grand Valley State College

GVSC Convocation to Launch Academic Year
Grand Valley State's 1985-86
academic year will officially
begin with the annual fall
convocation ceremony on
Wednesday, September 4, at
10:30 in Louis Armstrong
Theatre. Michael Lloyd,
Editor of The Grand Rapids
Press, will be the guest
speaker. Politician and
businessman Neil Staebler will
receive an honorary degree,
and GVSC Professor Carl Bajema
will receive a faculty award
of excellence.
Neil Staebler will receive
an honorary Doctor of Laws
Degree. Staebler is a native
of Ann Arbor who has been a
leader in Michigan's Democratic party for the past 50
years. He served as party
chairman from 1950 to 1961 and
was active in Governor Williams' administration. As a
successful businessman in the
coal and oil industries as
well as home construction and
real estate, Staebler founded
Michigan Capital Service, the
first venture capital company
in the state.
GVSC Biology Professor Carl
Bajema will receive a Faculty
Award for Distinguished Contribution for his work in
population biology. Bajema,
who has been at GVSC since
1964, has done extensive
research on human population
biology and the history of
evolutionary thought. He has
written over 40 papers and
articles which have appeared
in various publications.

The Grand valley Forum
is published by the Public
Relations Office. Publication schedule is every
Monday when classes are in
session during fall and
winter semesters, and every
other Monday during the
spring/summer session. Copy
deadline is the Tuesday
noon prior to publication.
All materials should be
sent to Sharon Coeling,
editor, Public Relations
Office, 26 Zumberge
Library, GVSC, Allendale,
MI, 49401.

Telephone: 895-3221.

Bajema serves as secretary
of the American Eugenics
Society, Member of the Board
of Directors of the Society
for the Study of Social Biology, and officer of several
local organizations.
Also honored at the convocation will be Grand Valley
scholarship winners, including
27 new and 41 returning Presi.dential Scholars and four new
and three returning Paul I.
Phillips Scholars. The two

scholarships, each providing a
$2,000 annual stipend, renewable for a total of $8,000,
are the most prestigious
merit-based scholarships
awarded by Grand Valley.
This will be the twentysecond convocation in Grand
Valley's history. The student
body has grown from a pioneer
class of 226 students in the
fall of 1963 to an estimated
enrollment of 7,500 this fall.

Travis Named Dean of Social Sciences
Anthony Travis, who has been
the Acting Dean of the Social
Sciences Division since May
1984, has been appointed Dean.
Travis joined GVSC's history
faculty in 1971. He has
served in two governorappointed positions--as a

member of the Michigan Cou nci l
on the Humanities and also as
a staff member on the
Governor's Commission on the
Future of Higher Education.
In 1983 he was selected by the
American Council on Education
as a fellow in their academic
administration program.

Physical Plant Director Appointed
Terry Sack will join GVSC on
September 9 as Director of the
Physical Plant. Sack is
currently employed at Enegrid
Investment, Ltd., a Grand
Rapids firm that markets
energy conservation services.
He has also worked as a senior
consultant and regional mana-

ger for Michigan Consolidated
Gas Co., and as a vice president and general manager for
Johnson Group, a plastics
molding company. Sack holds a
bachelor's degree from Ferris
State College and a Master of
Business Administration degree
from GVSC.

Coming Events
Career Seminar to Be Held for
COT Employees

"Superwoman Syndrome," a
program for COT staff who feel
pulled in many directions by
the demands of career and
parenting, will be offered
from 2 to 4 p.m. on Monday,
September 23, in Cabin C,
Kirkhof Center.
Suzanne Hedstrom, Ph.D.,
professional development
counselor, will lead the
guided discussion. Hedstrom
was formerly a counselor in
Grand Valley's Counseling
Center and now serves as an
adjunct faculty member in
GVSC's Women's Studies program.
Persons interested in
attending the seminar should
call the Personnel Office at

3215. Reservations are
required. The program is
sponsored by the COT Training
and Development Committee.
GVSC Club Sailing Party

The GVSC Club is planning a
sailing party at the Muskegon
Yacht Club on Sunday, September 8, from 12 noon to 8 p.m.
Activities will include sailing, swimming, and an outdoor
cookout. Participants should
bring their own meat or
purchase it from the Yacht
Club. A cash bar, snacks, and
a salad bar will be aiailable.
Cost is $1 for GVSC Club members and $2 for non-members.
For reservations contact
Walter Koch, ext. 3132,
259 Mackinac Hall, or Ken
DeYoung, ext. 3511, 250 Lake
Huron Hall.
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Across Campus
Bookstore Supplies
Because of the fall student
rush, the bookstore will not
be able to fill interdepartmental supply orders from
September 5 through 13. All
campus departments are advised
to order supplies accordingly.
Final Registration Note
Final registration will be
held on Tuesday, September 3,
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. in the
Field House. Please note that
registration closes at 7 p.m.,
not at 8 p.m. as in previous
years.
Payroll Information
Because the college will be
closed for the Labor Day
holiday on Monday, September 2, the deadline for
timecards to be in the Payroll
Office has been extended to
Tuesday, September 3, at 12
noon.
Game Table For Sale
The college has a Ping Pong
table for sale. The table is
approximately 11 years old and
interested parties may inspect
it at the Student Activities
Office in Kirkhof Center.
Bids should be sent to the
Purchasing Office, 201 Lake
Michigan Hall, in a sealed
envelope marked "Ping Pong
Table Bid." Bids are due on
Thursday, September 5.
Engineering Program
Developments
Grand Valley's engineering
program has had some new
developments this summer that
will be affecting students
this fall.
Two new engineering faculty
members have been hired--Tom
Yackish and Ali Mohommadzadeh.
Yackish, an electrical engineer from Purdue University,
is interested in acoustic and
electronic product design.
Mohammadzadeh, a mechanical
engineer, recently completed
his doctoral dissertation at
the University of Michigan
where he developed a computer
model of a diesel engine.
A microcomputer lab was
added to the Engineering
Department this summer. This
facility will enable students
to work with CAD systems as
well as to use the microcomputer for other engineering
projects.
Generous private support has
enabled the engineering program to expand its student
internship activities, reinforcing the program's theme of
"partnership with industry."

New Women's Sports Prograa
Grand Valley State is adding
cross country to its women's
sports program this fall and
Bonnie Bell is Joining GVSC as
head coach for the new program.
Bell, a Cadillac native,
will also coach women's indoor
and outdoor track. She replaces Thaddeus Buggs, who has
become a full-time assistant
football coach.

The addition of women's
cross country brings the total
number of athletic programs
offered at GVSC to thirteen.
Forum Publication Schedule
This is the last issue of
Forum that will be published
on the summer bi-weekly schedule. Weekly publication will
resume with the September 9
edition.

News Notes
Poll: Americans Favor
Student Aid
Americans oppose reducing
federal student aid to higher
education, says a recently
released Gallup poll.
Some 33 percent of those
polled said the amount of
student aid the government
allots is too low, and only 14
percent said it is too high,
the survey showed. About 43
percent . of the respondents
believe the amount of aid the
federal government provides
college students is about
right.
The poll, commissioned by
the National Education Association (NEA) and released at
the NEA's annual convention in
Washington, D.C., is based on
findings of a telephone survey
of 1,501 adults conducted
April 29 through May 20.
More than half of those
surveyed--59 percent--favored
increasing state aid rather
than federal aid to state

universities. Thirty percent
favored increasing federal aid
to state university systems.
In addition, 60 percent of
those polled favor some kind
of teacher competency exam for
all teachers to improve the
quality of education. They ·
also said education can be
improved by increasing teacher
salaries and that low salaries
are the chief reason top
talent is not attracted into
the classroom. Teachers
should earn up to 20 percent
more than they currently do,
the respondents said.
The poll found that one
person in 10 is enrolled in an
adult education course. Those
who have attended college are
more likely than the noncollege-educated respondents
to be enrolled in adult education courses, the survey
showed.
Excerpted from Higher
Education and National
Affairs: Volume 34, Number 13.

Faculty Sketches
Carl Bajema, professor of
biology, attended the fourteenth annual International
Congress of History of Science
at the University of California, Berkeley, earlier this
month.
Professor of Education Faite
Mack's paper entitled "Conflict Between Social Expectations and Learning Styles of
Black Students: 12 Proposed
Approaches," will be included
in the Educational Resources
Information Center's (ERIC)
collection of significant
papers in teacher education
and educational management.
Mack presented the paper at
the Annual Convention of the
National Catholic Education
Association. This is his
fifth paper to be included in
the ERIC collection.

Robert Toft, director of
federal relations, wrote an
article on funding programs
for higher education entitled
"Federal 'Foundations,'" which
was published in the winter
1985 issue of Change.

Job Openings
COT

Clerical Assistant, School of
Education. $6.38 per hour.
Clerical Assistant, Records
and Admissions. $7.28-$8.91
per hour.
RAP

Placement Assistant, Placement
Office. $19,150-$30,650.
Director of Business
Services. $26,250-$43,300.

